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Historic Rasmussen House up for sale 



The historic Rasmussen House, located at 1800 Old Vincennes Road, attracts more than 
350 visitors a year. 


By LAURELL SMITH 

Tribune Staff Writer 

NEW ALBANY - Six years 
ago Edward Umbreit and his ^ 
wife, Patricia, opened “Wood-' 
bine” Mansion ^cause they 
wanted to give other people a 
chance to view the historic 
home, once owned by Anders 
Rasmussen, a well-known New 
Albany florist. 

They succeeded. Over the 
years, more than 350 people, 
mostly a group oC-^pirc organ 
enthusiasts there to see the 
two-story Estey organ, have 
visited the mansion at 1800 
Old Vincennes Road. 

With this mission accom¬ 
plished, Umbreit says it’s now 
time to move on. Umbreit says 
another reason he’s selling the 
mansion is because it’s too big 
for him and his wife. Their 
son will move out after he 
marries this coming spring. 

“I’m trying to simplify my 
life. One way to do that is to 
sell (the mansion),’’ Umbreit 
said. 

Nestled among wooded Sil¬ 
ver Heights overlooking New 
Albany, Woodbine Mansion, as 
it has come to be called, occu¬ 
pies 4,700 square feet of space 
on five acres of land. The 
mansion listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places has 
six bedrooms, three full baths, 
a huge basement, separate 
quarters for a nanny or in-law 
suite and large living and din¬ 
ing rooms, among others. 


"Woodbine” Mansion was 
built in 1920 by Anders Ras¬ 
mussen, who emigrated to New 
Albany from Denmark in the 
late 19th century. In his native 
country, Rasmussen was an as¬ 
sistant gardener for the Danish 
king’s court. Upon arrival in 
New Albany, he began a nurs¬ 
ery business growing flowers 
for wholesale and retail both 
here and in Louisville. Ras¬ 
mussen Florist opened in 1898. 

After Rasmussen’s death in 
1937, the mansion was sold to 
Edward Campbell, president of 


the American Theater Corpora¬ 
tion. It was purchased by Her¬ 
man Umbreit, a federal meat 
inspector and Umbreit’s grand¬ 
father, in 1947. 

One of the most striking 
features of the mansion is a 
1921 player organ built by the 
Estey Organ Company. The or¬ 
gan is reported to contain one 
of the largest roll collections 
in the country. It has been 
computerized to play at the 
touch of a button. 

Umbreit describes the house 
as a one-of-a-kind treasure in 


Floyd County. 

“There wouldn’t be another 
house in Floyd County like it. 
The setting, architecture, 15- 
rank pipe organ ... There’s not 
another house like it that I 
know of within a couple hun¬ 
dred miles,” he said. 

• The house, which is sell¬ 
ing for $875,000, is being han¬ 
dled through Schuler Realty. 

For more information, contact 
Sheila Bliss at 948-2888, 949- 
9436 or 495-3190. The house 
will be shown to qualified 
buyers by appointment only. 
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